[image: image1.png]&




General Assembly, Second Committee

Agenda Item 61.  Towards global partnerships

Statement by Ambassador Francis Lorenzo (Dominican Republic)

8 November 2007

Madam Chair,

The report of the Secretary-General, document A/62/341, entitled “Enhanced cooperation between the United Nations and all relevant partners, in particular the private sector” is a very helpful basis for our discussions.  My delegation wishes to associate itself with the statement made by Pakistan on behalf of the Group of 77 and China. 

 As stated at the outset of the report of the Secretary-General, “… there is a growing recognition that many of the world’s most pressing problems are too complex for any one sector to face alone.  Thus, since the 1990s, the private sector and other stakeholders have increasingly become active partners in helping the Organization achieve its goals, as a complement to government action.”

The words of the eighth of the Millennium Development Goals -- to develop a global partnership for development -- implicitly recognize that to address the challenges effectively, action and interaction are needed in all countries and from all sides -- governments, business, non-governmental organizations, academia, community groups, individuals and United Nations entities, from whatever resources.  As part of this, public-private and multi-stakeholder alliances are important to the global efforts to achieve each and all of the development goals, for they are all interlinked.  

The potential of contributions from the private sector to achieving the MDGs is huge, in terms of increasing productivity and creating jobs in the formal and informal sectors, service delivery through public-private partnerships, actions to improve corporate governance and good citizenship, collaboration with governments in policy design, advocacy for the MDGs and corporate philanthropy.  In public-private partnerships governments have a natural role to provide financing for infrastructure and subsidies to ensure universal access, while the private sector can leverage its advantages for efficiency, cost-effectiveness and delivery.  These elements are extremely important, and as the International Labour Organization emphasizes, the main route out of poverty is decent work.  

Implementation and innovations by businesses and other partners can build on these elements, and as stated in the Secretary-General’s report, the experiences and lessons learned should become more widely known.  

In the Dominican Republic we are putting great emphasis on the positive role of business to drive development, as well as the importance of public-private partnerships and collaboration by all stakeholders.  In this we also recognize the importance of promoting adherence to the international commitments that are represented in the ten guiding principles of the United Nations Global Compact.  A number of Dominican companies and other organizations have already joined the Global Compact, and we are aiming for many more.

It is also a pleasure to state that the Dominican Republic, along with Madagascar, is a pilot country of work under the United Nations Public-Private Alliance for Rural Development, and of the Public-Private Alliance Foundation.  Both of these entities have received recognition from ECOSOC, and specific reference to the Foundation is included in Box 4 of the report before us today. 

Madam Chair,

A step forward with significant potential is the Millennium Development Goals Awards Festival and Telecast, which will be held in the General Assembly Hall of the United Nations on June 5, 2008.  The coming months provide an opportunity for participants in the UN Global Compact, signatories of the Principles for Responsible Investment and others to join in this worthwhile endeavour.   The President of the 61st UN General Assembly, accompanied by Grammy Awards producer and lifetime achievement award winner Nile Rodgers, and ambassadors from the Permanent Missions of Madagascar and the Dominican Republic to the UN, announced the event at a press conference in September.  

Through entertainment and awards the Festival and Telecast aims to bring greater public attention to the MDGs and notable efforts and accomplishments to achieve them.  The Festival will feature high-profile international celebrities and entertainers and will present awards for outstanding achievements.  Nile Rodgers and Hollywood producer-director Brett Ratner will produce the event.  The website is www.un-mdgawards.org 

Madam Chair,

Adherence to the international conventions and agreements on labour, human rights, environment and anti-corruption measures – the Global Compact ten principles – is very importance.  These are core strategies for long-term economic and social development.  
As is emphasized in the conclusion of the Secretary-General’s report, carrying forward cooperation between the United Nations and the private sector in a manner that increases scale, effectiveness and accountability, while safeguarding Organization integrity, requires the support of the General Assembly.  In this regard, we welcome the work of the Global Compact Office and support its efforts.

Thank you, Madame Chair.
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