
 

 

  

 

This event is organized in partnership with the 
Public-Private Alliance Foundation. It is a side 

event of the fifty-eighth session of the 
Commission on the Status of Women. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

The important, yet under-appreciated, connections amongst 
bioenergy, clean cookstoves and sustainable development are 
cutting edge areas of development work. Just in relation to 
cooking, nearly 3 billion people globally cook food and heat 
their homes with simple biomass cookstoves or open fires. 4 
million premature deaths occur yearly due to smoke exposure 
from these methods. Women and children are the most 
affected. At the same time, use of charcoal and wood destroys 
forests, with consequent environmental degradation. 
 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

PPAF’s work in Haiti has revealed that it is 
important to: (1)  be aware of the problems and 
prospects associated with wood and charcoal use 
in households and small business; (2) be 
proactive to encourage practical and inter-
related advances in the areas of agriculture, 
health, commerce, social affairs, women’s 
advancement and others, in addition to energy in 
particular;  (3) be responsive to the importance 
of strengthening rules and norms for the good of 
all, including for the good of business (zoning, air 
quality, product quality, building codes, 
production codes); (4) be supportive to initiatives 
for innovations in bioenergy and renewable 
energy (including favourable financing, tax 
holidays or subsidies); (5) be conscientious in 
recognizing the difference between “price” and 
“cost”.  Wood and charcoal may seem cheap, but 
they are costly in relation to long-term damages 
or benefits; and (6) be alert to the possibilities 
for inexpensive actions with significant returns 
on investment. 

 

The current work of 
the Public-Private 

Alliance Foundation 
(PPAF) is to help 

families and small 
businesses in Haiti to 
escape the poverty – 
respiratory disease – 
deforestation trap of 
Haiti’s heavy reliance 

on wood and 
charcoal for cooking 
and heat generation. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

  

United Nations Endeavours 

 

 

The UN Secretary-General encourages all partners to scale up their efforts 
and turn the vision of an end to hunger into a reality. The Challenge is to 
eliminate hunger in our lifetimes. This requires comprehensive efforts to 
ensure that every man, woman and child enjoy their Right to Adequate 
Food; women are empowered; priority is given to family farming; and 
food systems everywhere are sustainable and resilient. 

http://www.se4all.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/09/SG_Sustainable_Energy_for_All_vision_final_clean.pdf
http://www.se4all.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/09/SE4ALL-ActionAgenda.pdf
http://www.se4all.org/actions-commitments/country-level-actions/
http://www.un.org/en/mdg/summit2010/pdf/outcome_documentN1051260.pdf
http://www.un.org/en/mdg/summit2010/pdf/outcome_documentN1051260.pdf
http://www.un.org/en/mdg/summit2010/pdf/outcome_documentN1051260.pdf
http://www.un.org/en/mdg/summit2010/pdf/outcome_documentN1051260.pdf
http://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/rio20.html
http://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/rio20.html
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David Stillman, PhD is Executive Director of the Public-Private Alliance 
Foundation.  This non-profit encourages business and sustainable development 
primarily in Haiti, the Dominican Republic and Madagascar, and has its origins in 
an initiative of the United Nations Economic and Social Council.  Stillman leads 
the Foundation’s work to organize seminars, develop partnerships and conduct 
project work on bio-energy, clean cookstoves and ethanol production, fish 
farming, sustainable agriculture and microfinance.  Since the 2010 earthquake  

the focus has chiefly been on Haiti.  In 2013 he led a consultancy for the Inter-American 
Development Bank to develop the study of ethanol cookstoves and fuel alternatives in Haiti. 

Adam Borison, PhD is a Director for Power Systems, Markets & Pricing at 
Navigant Consulting, Inc.  He focuses on market assessment, strategy and 
planning, investment & operational analysis, and risk management. He has 25 
years of experience at senior levels with several firms, notably in electric power, 
oil/gas and biofuels.  He has examined biomass investment prospects in Asia, 
Europe and the Americas related to crop waste, animal waste, municipal solid 
waste, energy crops and forest residues to produce power, biocoal, biodiesel,  

biogas and ethanol.  In 2013, with funding from the Inter-American Development Bank he led a 
team to assist the Government of Haiti in developing a national bioenergy strategy.   
 

Kathryn R. Leininger is the Business Development Manager with JMConsulting 
(JMC), working with international business and nonprofit clients entering frontier 
and emerging markets. She provides project management, proposal writing, 
research and business development support.  She has worked with JMC on 
projects in Haiti, Canada, USA, Kenya, and India, including the Inter-American 
Development Bank project to assist the Government of Haiti in developing a 
national bioenergy strategy.  Previously she worked with the William J. Clinton  

Foundation Haiti Team / Office of the UN Special Envoy to Haiti, the U.S. Embassy in Rwanda, 
Columbia University and others.   
 

Corinne Hart is Program Manager for Gender and Markets at the Global Alliance 
for Clean Cookstoves.  She designs and manages strategies and programs on 
gender, women’s empowerment, and humanitarian response. This includes 
market development in priority countries, managing research grants and 
developing ways for women to increase participation in cookstove and fuel 
businesses.  In humanitarian emergencies she works to ensure the supply of 
improved cookstoves and fuel to reduce risks of gender-based violence and  

malnutrition.  She is in an advisory committee to the United Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees, and helped develop the Alliance’s sector strategy, Igniting Change. She has worked in 
Latin America, Africa, and South Asia. 
 

Thomas J. Setchel is an Energy Conservation and Distillation Specialist with 
Sustainable Technology Systems, Inc. (STS).  He provides small-scale and mid-
sized fuel ethanol production consulting and project management services.  He 
designs and builds fuel ethanol distilleries with various adaptations for energy 
efficiency, handling of feedstock, and operational systems for farm-based and 
small commercial ventures.  He is well-practiced in distillation, heat recovery, 
energy efficiency and recycling of heat for alternate uses. He is also experienced  

in solar domestic hot water heating and can integrate this to ethanol production and related uses.  
He and others from STS began association with the Public-Private Alliance Foundation for work in 
Haiti.  
 



 

  

At the current (58th) session of the United Nations Commission on the 
Status of Women, draft agreed conclusions are being negotiated.  
These build upon the achievements and remaining challenges under 
the Millennium Development Goals and emphasize the importance of 
gender equality, women’s rights and women’s empowerment both as 
a stand-alone goal and integrated into all goals of any new post-2015 
development framework.  The bioenergy – cookstoves – sustainable 
development nexus is a key element for women, families and 
countries. 

 
Additional Resources 

DPI/NGO Relations 

http://outreach.un.org/ngorelations/ 

Public-Private Alliance Foundation 

http://www.ppafoundation.org/ 

Clean Cookstoves and Fuels: A Global Perspective 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cNcbT72-WbY 

Sustainable Energy for All 

http://www.se4all.org/ 

Zero Hunger Challenge 

http://www.un.org/en/zerohunger/#&panel1-1 

Global Alliance for Clean Cookstoves 

http://www.cleancookstoves.org/our-work/ 

Igniting Change: A Strategy for Universal Adoption 
of Clean Cookstoves and Fuels 

http://www.cleancookstoves.org/resources/fact-
sheets/Igniting_Change.pdf 

Scaling Adoption of Clean Cooking Solutions through 
Women’s Empowerment 

http://www.cleancookstoves.org/resources_files/scal
ing-adoption-womens-empowerment.pdf 

 

 


